
It was cold. It was windy. It was muddy. I was in
a tent, having a great time on the radio. I was
guest operating W2R, a special event station at

the Great Swamp National Wildlife Refuge in New
Jersey. The operation was put together by the New
Providence Amateur Radio Club as part of a nation-
wide effort by hams to help observe National Wildlife
Refuge Week (I’ll have a full report in an upcoming
issue). Propagation was decent, the bands were
busy, and we were making lots of contacts. It was
a lot of ham radio fun. But it was only half of what
was going on. The other half was happening out-
side the tent, where about a dozen people were
gathered, drinking coffee and talking. What’s so
special about that?

Well, sometimes it takes someone standing out-
side the circle to get a clear view of what’s hap-
pening inside. In this case, the perspective had been
provided a week earlier, in one of those “only in ham
radio” coincidences. On Columbus Day weekend,
my wife and I went to visit our son, Dan, KC2OOM,
at Syracuse University. Also in town that weekend,
up from Tennessee, were the parents of one of
Dan’s housemates, another graduate student
named Paul. After we all  were introduced, Dan men-
tioned that he had been talking to Paul’s father, a
retired minister, about ham radio, and I said I had
some ham radio friends in Tennessee. 

“I had a couple of ham operators in my congrega-
tion,” Paul’s dad said to me. “Do you know Bill O’Kain?”

At first, the name didn’t ring a bell, probably
because there wasn’t a callsign attached. As he told
me a little more about Bill, though, something
clicked. “Wait,” I said. “Is his wife’s name Ruby?”

“Yes,” he said. “They’re both hams, I believe.”
At this point, the look on Dan’s face told me what

he was thinking: “Of course he knows them. Here
we are in Syracuse, New York. Paul lives 800 miles
away in Tennessee. His parents know two hams …
and my dad knows them! What else is new?” 

“Well, I don’t know them personally,” I respond-
ed, “but I do know who they are. In fact, I have a
photo of them for a cover sitting in my office, just
waiting for the right issue to come along.”

Paul’s dad then observed, “Ham radio provides a
lot of friendship and fellowship, doesn’t it?”

It occurred to me that, in that short sentence, he’d
put his finger on what this hobby really is all about.
Yes, we have public service and emergency com-
munications; important stuff, to be sure. Yes, we have
our tradition of technical innovation that stretches
back to the dawn of radio. Yes, we have in our ranks
so many innovators and leaders in so many fields
that we’ve lost count. Yes, we have competition in
our contests and award programs and adventure in
DXpeditions and even in DXing from home. But at
the base of it all—the foundation on which everything
else is built—are people, our fellow hams, instant
friends around the world. A perfect example is in this
month’s USA-CA Award All Counties profile of Mark
Pinsky, W8MP, on page 86. Mark’s experiences are
so typical of how hams relate … or as the Rev. Lee
Morris put it so succinctly, standing in our sons’ liv-

ing room, “Ham radio provides a lot of friendship and
fellowship, doesn’t it?” 

Especially at this holiday season when we wish
each other blessings of peace and happiness, we
all should be thankful for the friendship and fellow-
ship provided by our hobby. We are constantly mak-
ing new friends, whether it’s on the air or at meet-
ings, conferences, or events, or in the cold outside
a tent at a national wildlife refuge. It is the thread
that binds us all together in friendship and fellow-
ship—kind of string theory for humans. 

So thank you, Rev. Morris, for reminding us so
eloquently what ham radio is all about … and of
course, I realized that this must be the right issue
on which to put Bill, K4LTA, and Ruby, K4UPS, on
the cover. You can read more about them on page
22. (Bill, by the way, was amazed when I called and
told him about this. “He was my pastor for about ten
years,” Bill told me. “We were great friends. We used
to go to football games together. I had four season
tickets for the University of Tennessee, and he and
his wife would go with Ruby and me.”)

C6APR Team
As we were about to go to press, we learned that
four hams en route to the Bahamas for the SSB
weekend of the CQ World-Wide DX Contest were
killed when their small plane crashed on takeoff from
an airport in South Carolina (see News on page 2
for more details). The C6APR team had been fea-
tured in the April issue of our sister magazine,
WorldRadio Online. Our condolences go out to the
families of these devoted hams. 

Details of the accident were posted on the website
of the Summerville, South Carolina, Journal Scene
newspaper, which also provides space for posting
comments about news stories. CQ book author Ted
Cohen, N4XX, having no idea what I was writing
about this month, forwarded a link to the newspa-
per’s website, saying, “Read the comments at the
end of the article; they are from all over the world.
This shows the bonds within the amateur radio com-
munity.” Indeed it does. As of the morning after the
crash, more than 150 comments had been posted,
almost entirely by hams, from a variety of countries
… once again bringing into focus the friendship and
fellowship that defines us as hams.

Issue Notes
Due to space limitations, we were unable to run
“Kids’ Korner” this month. It will appear in the Jan-
uary issue. We welcome John Wood, WV5J, as our
new New Products Editor. And this issue, our 780th,
concludes our 65th consecutive year of publication!

Holiday Greetings…
It is that time of year once again, as the days grow
short (at least up here in the northern hemisphere)
and we use the occasion of such holidays as
Christmas and Hanukah to bring some extra light
into our lives. May your holiday lights bring you joy
throughout the coming year … and may ham radio
continue to bless you with friendship and fellowship.

73, W2VU
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*e-mail: <w2vu@cq-amateur-radio.com>
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